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Ms. Fortner replies, “Well, I know he was very sick with the flu the week he took the SAT. It could be 
that his illness had something to do with his low score. Well, anyway, I am on my way to the office to 
meet with a disgruntled parent. She says my tests are too hard.” Ms. Fortner rolls her eyes.

“Good luck,” yells Mr. Harris.

Ms. Fortner walks into the small conference room in the main office area. Ms. Camponi, Tony’s mom, is 
waiting with Principal Wieburg and has a less than friendly look on her face.

After the polite greetings, Principal Wieburg begins, “I understand that the two of you met a few weeks 
ago about Tony’s math grade. Ms. Camponi, you were not satisfied with the outcome, so as I indicated 
on the phone, I thought it might be helpful for all three of us to meet. I had originally thought Tony should 
also join us. However, given the issue seems to be more about Ms. Fortner’s grading procedures in gen-
eral and not Tony’s performance specifically, I decided not to include him. Ms. Camponi, would you like 
to start?”

“Yes,” answered Ms. Camponi. “As I had mentioned before, I don’t think that Ms. Fortner’s grading 
procedures allow for my child, or other children, to be fairly evaluated on their math skills. She gives them 
hours of homework each night that only count for a very small percentage of their grade and then gives 
them particularly challenging exams that count for huge percentages of their grade. My Tony, for exam-
ple, has an 89% on his homework assignments. But, he did so poorly on one exam that his overall grade 
in the class is 72%. Now, Principal Wieburg, does that sound like a fair grading procedure?”

Principal Wieburg turns to Ms. Fortner and says, “I would actually like Ms. Fortner to respond first.”

“Well,” starts Ms. Fortner, “as I said to Ms. Camponi a few weeks ago, my grading policies are clearly 
laid out on the class syllabus. Homework assignments only count for 30% of the overall grade and exams 
count for 70%. My philosophy is that students should be able to demonstrate their math skills in multiple 
contexts, including exams.”

Ms. Camponi quickly replies in a sarcastic tone, “Multiple contexts.” She continues, “You used those 
same words when we spoke last time. If you want them to demonstrate their math skills in multiple 
contexts then you have to teach them in multi-
ple contexts. You are known for giving your stu-
dents straightforward problems on the 
homework assignments and then giving them 
extremely difficult word problems on the 
exams. Of course they don’t know how to do 
the word problems because no one has taught 
them those skills.”

Principal Wieburg interjects before the meeting 
gets too heated, as she can tell Ms. Camponi is 
furious. “I would like us to take a step back.  
Ms. Camponi, did you say you brought along 
some of Tony’s work to show me?”

ASSESS:
1.	 Do you think Ms. Fortner does a good job of assessing her students’ learning? Why or  

why not?

2.	 What type of math tests do you prefer, multiple choice or problem solving? Why?

3.	 Based on the four students’ math SAT scores provided in the case, do you think the students 
at this school typically are below average, average, or above average? Is there too much 
difference in scores to decide?
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